MARY    STEWART,    QUEEN    OF    SCOTLAND
advantage of Darnley's fury to plan the murder of Rizzio.
This scheme was known at the English court, but Mary
seems to have been in utter ignorance of the storm that her
folly had provoked, until it broke in her presence, March
1566. By Darnley's express wish Rizzio was dragged from
Marys supper table in Holyrood and murdered in her ante-
chamber. The Queen was made a prisoner, but had,
under these fearful circumstances, the address to detach her
husband from his fellow-conspirators, and to induce him to
escape with her from Holyrood. Moray returned to
Scotland, and though Mary probably knew of his share in
the Rizzio outrage, she received him in friendly fashion.
Also, until the birth of her son (June 1566), she affected
good terms with Darnley, who had publicly repudiated any
share in the murder of the Italian. But Mary had received
from the other conspirators proof of his complicity. Soon
after the birth of her son (Darnley tacitly accepted the
paternity) Mary made the Earl of Both well conspicuous by
her favours, and did not disguise her frantic desire to be rid
of her wretched husband. Darnley had been doomed from
the moment he had so foolishly betrayed his fellow-
murderers, and the Lords (the guiding spirits being probably
Moray and Maitland) decided to use Bothwell as a catspaw
in removing him, as they had used Darnley as a catspaw in
removing Rizzio. Bothwell was " a lewd man, blinded by
ambition," violent, brave, and vicious; he had earned
Mary's gratitude by helping in her escape from Holyrood
and, used to success with women, was confident of winning
her, and through her, the crown. The Lords seem to have
promised him Mary as a bribe for murdering (or organising
the murder) of Darnley; but this is all matter for endless
controversy. Certain it is that Mary and Darnley quar-
relled bitterly, that he threatened to leave the kingdom,
that she showed open favour to Bothwell, newly married to
Jane Gordon, sister of the Earl of Huntly. It was believed
by many that Bothwell was her lover soon after the birth of
the child, as they believed that Rizzio had been her lover
soon after her love match with Darnley. It is certain that
she knew of a deep conspiracy against her husband when
she went to fetch turn, a sick man, from Glasgow, where he
was safe with his father, to Kirk o' Field, a lonely house out-
side Edinburgh. This was blown up, and Darnley's dead
body found in a nearby fidd, February 1567.
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